Write a commentary on one of the following: : - )
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He got off at the next stop, and stood, looking up and down a country lane.. He didn’t know

- what to do at first, it was so long since he’d been anywhere alone. Raindrops dripped from the
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trees, big, splashy, persistent drops finding the warm place between his collar and neck. He looked

-up and down the lane again. Somewhere further along, a wood pigeon cooed monotonously. He

crossed over and began climbing the hill between the trees.

Up, up, until his way was barred by a fence whose wire twitched in the wind. A tuft of gmy
wool had caught on one of the barbs. Bums blinked the rain out of his eyes. He pressed two
strands of wire apart and eased himself through, catching his sieeve, and breaking into a sweat as’
he struggled to free it.

Trembling now, he began to scramble along the edge of the ploughed field, shppmg and'
stumbling, his mud-encumbered boots like lead weights pulling on the muscles of his thighs. His

-body was cold inside the stiff khaki, except for a bumning round the knees where the tight cioth

chafed the skin.
He was walking up the slope of a hill, tensing himself against the wind that seemed to be
trymg to scrape him off its side. As he reached the crest, a fiercer gust snatched his breath. After

that he kept his head bent, sometimes- stopping to draw a deeper breath through the steeple of his ‘

cupped hands. Rain beat onto his head, dripping from the peak of his cap, the small bones of nose
and jaw had started to sing. He stopped and looked across the field. The distance had vanished
in a veil of fain. He didn't know where he was gomg, or'why, but he ought to take shelter, and
began to run clumsily along the brow of a hill towards a distant clump of trees. The mud dragged
at him, he had to slow to a walk. Every step was a separate effort, hauling his mud-clogged boots
out of the sucking earth. His mind was incapable of making comparisons, but his achmg tl'nghs
remembered, and he listened for the whine of shells.

When at last he reached the trees, he sat down with his back to the nearest, and. for a while
did nothing at all, not even wipe away the drops of rain that gathered on the tip of his nose and
dnpped into his open mouth. Then, blinking, he dragged his wet sleeve across his face.

After a while he got to his feet and began stumbling, almost blindly, between the trees, .
catching his feet in clumps of bracken. Something brushed against his cheek, and he raised his

“hand to push it away. His fingers touched slime, and he snatched them back. He turned and. Saw
‘a dead mole, suspended, apparently, in air, its black fur spiked w1th blood, its small pmk hands

folded on its chest.
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Looking up, he saw that the tree he stood under was laden with dead animals. Bore themlike
fruit. A whole branch of moles in various stages of decay, a ferret, a weasel, three magples a fox,
the fox hanging quite close, its lips curled back from bloodied teeth. _

He started to run, but the trees were against him. Branches clipped his face twigs tore at .

" him, roots tripped him. Once he was sent sprawlmg, though 1mmedlately he was up agam, and
- running, his coat a mess of mud and dead leaves. :

8805-0081

Out in the field, splashing along the flooded furrows, he heard Rwers s voice, as dlstmctly as’
he sometimes heard it in dreamns: If you run now, you'll never stop - :
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